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DPNR LIFTS COMMERICAL FISHING LICENSE MORATORIUM 

 
Commissioner Jean-Pierre L. Oriol of the Department of Planning and Natural 
Resources informs the public that pursuant to the authority vested in him by 
Title 12, Chapter 10, Section 303(a)(1)(2)(3) and (b) of the Virgin Islands 
Code, the moratorium on the issuance of new commercial fishing permits 
in the Territory will end on Thursday, September 30, 2021. Applications, 
limited by District for entry to the commercial fishery, will start being 
accepted at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, October 1, 2021. 
 
“DPNR is excited about lifting the moratorium and creating more economic 
opportunities in this industry throughout the Territory,” said Commissioner 
Oriol.  “I’d like to also thank the Fisheries Advisory Committees in both 
districts for their hard work and support with this initiative,” concluded 
Commissioner Oriol.  
 
All those who wish to obtain a new commercial fishing permit for the 2022 
registration year must submit the appropriate forms and materials as 
required by the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.  
 
The associated documents are available at the Division of Fish and Wildlife 
offices on Thursdays or Fridays at 45 Mars Hill, St. Croix or 6972 Estate 
Nazareth, St. Thomas between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., except 
holidays, or on the DPNR-DFW website at  
https://dpnr.vi.gov/fish-and-wildlife/fish/fishing-regulations/. 
 
“The Bryan-Roach Administration is investing in the Territory’s people, infrastructure and future 
through transparency, stabilizing the economy, restoring trust in the government, and ensuring that 
recovery projects are completed as quickly as possible. Visit transparency.vi.gov” 
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